Table 1. Moveable Feasts and Theatrical Activity in Venice, 1798-1848

	Year
	Shrove Tuesday
	Easter
	Ascension
	Theatrical Activity at the Teatro La Fenice

	
	
	
	
	Carnival
	Lent
	Eastertide
	Primavera
	Summer

	1798
	20 February
	8 April
	17 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1799
	4 February
	24 March
	2 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1800
	26 February
	13 April
	22 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1801
	17 February
	15 April
	14 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1802
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1803
	22 February
	10 April
	19 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1804
	14 February
	1 April
	10 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1805
	26 February
	14 April
	23 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1806
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1807
	10 February
	29 March
	7 May
	
	
	
	11.iv.-7.vi.
	

	1808
	1 March
	17 April
	26 May
	
	

	
	27.iv.-19.vi.
	

	1809
	14 February
	2 April
	11 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1810
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1811
	26 February
	14 April
	23 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1812
	10 February
	29 March
	7 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1813
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	26.xii.-6.iii.
	
	
	
	

	1814
	22 February
	10 April
	19 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1815
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	26.xii.-12.ii.
	
	
	
	

	1816
	26 February
	15 April
	23 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1817
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1818
	3 March
	22 March
	30 April
	26.xii.-12.ii.
	
	
	
	

	1819
	23 February
	11 April
	20 May
	27.xii.-2.iii.
	
	
	
	

	1820
	14 February
	2 April
	11 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1821
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	26.xii.-10.iii.
	
	
	
	

	1822
	19 February
	7 April
	16 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1823
	11 February
	30 March
	8 May
	26.xii.-10.iii.
	
	
	
	

	1824
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	26.xii.-15.iii.
	Academies, 16-20.iii.
	
	
	

	1825
	15 February
	3 April
	12 May
	26.xii.-17.iii.
	
	
	
	

	1826
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	26.xii.-18.iii.
	
	
	
	

	1827
	27 February
	15 April
	24 May
	26.xii.-20.iii.
	
	
	
	

	1828
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	26.xii.-20.iii.
	
	
	
	

	1829
	3 March
	19 April
	28 May
	26.xii.-21.iii.
	
	
	
	

	1830
	23 February
	11 April
	20 May
	26.xii.-20.iii.
	
	
	
	

	1831

	15 February
	3 April
	12 May
	26.xii.-23.iii.
	
	
	
	

	1832
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	26.xii.-25.iii.

	
	
	
	

	1833

	19 February
	7 April
	16 May
	26.xii.-21.iii.

	Recite stra-ordinari 25.iii, 27.iii., 7.iv.
	
	
	

	1834
	11 February
	30 March
	8 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1835
	3 March
	19 April
	28 May
	
	Recite straordinari 26, 28, 29, 31.iii.; 2, 4, 5, iv (reprises); 6.iv. (academia)
	
	
	

	1836
	16 February
	3 April
	12 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1837
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	

	
	
	
	

	1838
	27 February
	15 April
	24 May
	26.xii.- 24.iii.
	Recita straordinara 27.iii.
	
	Recite straordinarie 19-21.vi.
	

	1839
	12 February
	31 March
	9 May
	26.xii.-23.iii.

	
	
	
	

	1840
	3 March
	28 May
	28 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1841
	23 February
	20 May
	20 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1842
	8 February
	27 March
	5 May
	
	
	
	 28.iii.-6.vi.

	

	1843
	28 February
	16 April
	25 May
	
	

	
	17.iv.-5.vi.
	

	1844
	20 February
	7 April
	16 May
	
	
	
	8.iv.-29.iv.
	

	1845
	4 February
	23 March
	2 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1846
	24 February
	12 April
	21 May
	26.xii.-24.iii.

	
	
	
	

	1847
	16 February
	4 April
	13 May
	
	
	
	
	

	1848
	7 March
	23 April
	1 June
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Notes on all this:

Source: Girardi, Michele, and Franco Rossi. Il Teatro La Fenice: Cronologia degli spettacoli, 1792-1936. 2 vols. Venice: Albrizzi Editore, 1989. 

La Fenice was intended to be a “royal” theater comparable with San Carlo (1738), La Scala (1778), the Regio di Torino (1788), and the Regio di Parma (1829).

Cimarosa’s Il matrimonio segreto was a Carnival work in Vienna (7.ii.1792).

La Fenice had a summer season in 1797 (12.vii.-17.ix.).

In the 1730s performances given during Lent were generally reprises of works which had recently been popular.

The spring season got longer in the 1830s, but details are scant until the 1840s. 

There was some sensitivity to Lent in that Biblical themes sometimes emerged. Verdi’s Nabucodonosor, a drama lirico in 4 partie was given for “Il Carnovale e Quadragesima” 1842. Patterns in the 1850s were much as in the 1840s. 

In 1855 the Civico Municipio began to use the theater, illuminated on the inside, and on 18 August presented a spectacle preceded by the singing of the Austrian national anthem.

In 1856 the summer season ran from 15.vii to 2.ix, with a time change (from 21:00 to 20:30) on 12.vii. Also in that year, an autumn season ran from 4.xi. [sic] to 8.xii. The opening time was generally 20:00, but for one performanceon 26.xi. the starting time was 21:00.

In 1858, another new practice appeared: the performance of excerpts from a range of works on a single date. On 25 February, for example, audiences heard Act One of Verdi’s Macbeth with one scene from Act Three and all of Act Four of Verdi’s Aroldo. 

In the 1860s Carnival-Quadragesima reached into early April, with recite straordinarie in Lent. In 1866 the works given under this rubric included Mercadante’s Gran Sinfonia, Rossini’s Stabat Mater, the third act of Gounod’s Faust, and Hertel’s ballet Flik e Flok.

These patterns did not change significantly after the exit of the Austrians, but it is notable that over time, the tendencyt became more and more to change the work (and sometimes the genre) every night. As the spread into Lent became fixed, the spring season gradually receded. By 1890 it was completely extinct. Detailed dating information disappears from this study immediately afterwards. 

	Year
	Shrove Tuesday
	Easter
	Ascension
	Theatrical Activity: San Moisè

	
	
	
	
	Carnovale
	Primavera
	Autumn


	1797
	
	
	
	28 Dec.-28 Feb.
	--
	24 Sept.-22 Dec.

	1798
	20 February
	8 April
	17 May
	29 Dec.-20 Feb.
	--
	18 Sept.-15 Dec.

	1799
	4 February
	24 March
	2 May
	26 Dec.-5 Feb.
	--
	10 Oct.-4 Dec.

	1800
	26 February
	13 April
	22 May
	29 Dec.-25 Feb.
	23 April-20 May
	7 Oct.-15 Dec.

	1801
	17 February
	15 April
	14 May
	26 Dec.-17 Feb.
	13 April-11 May
	10 Oct.-15 Dec.

	1802
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	26 Dec.-2 March
	26 April-20 May
	--

	1803
	22 February
	10 April
	19 May
	--
	--
	--

	1804
	14 February
	1 April
	10 May
	--
	9 April-10 June
	19 Nov.-15 Dec.

	1805
	26 February
	14 April
	23 May
	26 Dec.-26 Feb.
	24 April-9 June
	20 Sept.-21 Dec.

	1806
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	26 Dec.-18 Feb.
	--
	

	1807
	10 February
	29 March
	7 May
	26 Dec.-16 Feb. 
	--
	17 Nov.-21 Dec.

	1808
	1 March
	17 April
	26 May
	27 Dec.-2 April
	23 May-16 June
	17 Nov.-21 Dec.

	1809
	14 February
	2 April
	11 May
	26 Dec.-14 Feb.
	6 April-5 July
	16 Sept.-21 Dec.

	1810
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	26 Dec.-6 March
	23 April
-29 June

	15 Sept.-23 Dec.

	1811
	26 February
	14 April
	23 May
	26 Dec.-3 March
	--

	21 Sept.-22 Dec.

	1812
	10 February
	29 March
	7 May
	26 Dec.-11 Feb.
	30 March
-29 June
	26 Sept.-6 Dec.

	1813
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	26 Dec.-2 March
	19 April-29 June

	9 Oct.-28 Nov.


	1814
	22 February
	10 April
	19 May
	26 Dec.-22 Feb.
	--
	--

	1815
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	26 Dec.-7 Feb.
	27 March-28 June
	30 Oct.-26 Nov.

	1816
	26 February
	15 April
	23 May
	17 Jan.-27 Feb.
	--
	28 Sept.-8 Dec.

	1817
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	26 Dec.
-18 Feb.
	--

	20 Sept.-14 Dec.

	1818
	3 March
	22 March
	30 April
	26 Dec.-20 Feb.
	--
	--

	1819
	23 February
	11 April
	20 May
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Year
	Shrove Tuesday
	Easter
	Ascension
	Theatrical Activity

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1798
	20 February
	8 April
	17 May
	
	
	

	1799
	4 February
	24 March
	2 May
	
	
	

	1800
	26 February
	13 April
	22 May
	
	
	

	1801
	17 February
	15 April
	14 May
	
	
	

	1802
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	
	
	

	1803
	22 February
	10 April
	19 May
	
	
	

	1804
	14 February
	1 April
	10 May
	
	
	

	1805
	26 February
	14 April
	23 May
	
	
	

	1806
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	
	
	

	1807
	10 February
	29 March
	7 May
	
	
	

	1808
	1 March
	17 April
	26 May
	
	
	

	1809
	14 February
	2 April
	11 May
	
	
	

	1810
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	
	
	

	1811
	26 February
	14 April
	23 May
	
	
	

	1812
	10 February
	29 March
	7 May
	
	
	

	1813
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	
	
	

	1814
	22 February
	10 April
	19 May
	
	
	

	1815
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	
	
	

	1816
	26 February
	15 April
	23 May
	
	
	

	1817
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	
	
	

	1818
	3 March
	22 March
	30 April
	
	
	

	1819
	23 February
	11 April
	20 May
	
	
	

	1820
	14 February
	2 April
	11 May
	
	
	

	1821
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	
	
	

	1822
	19 February
	7 April
	16 May
	
	
	

	1823
	11 February
	30 March
	8 May
	
	
	

	1824
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	
	
	

	1825
	15 February
	3 April
	12 May
	
	
	

	1826
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	
	
	

	1827
	27 February
	15 April
	24 May
	
	
	

	1828
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	
	
	

	1829
	3 March
	19 April
	28 May
	
	
	

	1830
	23 February
	11 April
	20 May
	
	
	

	1831
	15 February
	3 April
	12 May
	
	
	

	1832
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	
	
	

	1833
	19 February
	7 April
	16 May
	
	
	

	1834
	11 February
	30 March
	8 May
	
	
	

	1835
	3 March
	19 April
	28 May
	
	
	

	1836
	16 February
	3 April
	12 May
	
	
	

	1837
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	
	
	

	1838
	27 February
	15 April
	24 May
	
	
	

	1839
	12 February
	31 March
	9 May
	
	
	

	1840
	3 March
	28 May
	28 May
	
	
	

	1841
	23 February
	20 May
	20 May
	
	
	

	1842
	8 February
	27 March
	5 May
	
	
	

	1843
	28 February
	16 April
	25 May
	
	
	

	1844
	20 February
	7 April
	16 May
	
	
	

	1845
	4 February
	23 March
	2 May
	
	
	

	1846
	24 February
	12 April
	21 May
	
	
	

	1847
	16 February
	4 April
	13 May
	
	
	

	1848
	7 March
	23 April
	1 June
	
	
	

	1849
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1850
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1851
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1852
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1853
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1854
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1855
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1856
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1857
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1858
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1859
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1860
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1861
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1862
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1863
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1864
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1865
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1866
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Year
	Shrove Tuesday
	Easter
	Ascension
	Theatrical Activity

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1798
	20 February
	8 April
	17 May
	
	
	

	1799
	4 February
	24 March
	2 May
	
	
	

	1800
	26 February
	13 April
	22 May
	
	
	

	1801
	17 February
	15 April
	14 May
	
	
	

	1802
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	
	
	

	1803
	22 February
	10 April
	19 May
	
	
	

	1804
	14 February
	1 April
	10 May
	
	
	

	1805
	26 February
	14 April
	23 May
	
	
	

	1806
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	
	
	

	1807
	10 February
	29 March
	7 May
	
	
	

	1808
	1 March
	17 April
	26 May
	
	
	

	1809
	14 February
	2 April
	11 May
	
	
	

	1810
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	
	
	

	1811
	26 February
	14 April
	23 May
	
	
	

	1812
	10 February
	29 March
	7 May
	
	
	

	1813
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	
	
	

	1814
	22 February
	10 April
	19 May
	
	
	

	1815
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	
	
	

	1816
	26 February
	15 April
	23 May
	
	
	

	1817
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	
	
	

	1818
	3 March
	22 March
	30 April
	
	
	

	1819
	23 February
	11 April
	20 May
	
	
	

	1820
	14 February
	2 April
	11 May
	
	
	

	1821
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	
	
	

	1822
	19 February
	7 April
	16 May
	
	
	

	1823
	11 February
	30 March
	8 May
	
	
	

	1824
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	
	
	

	1825
	15 February
	3 April
	12 May
	
	
	

	1826
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	
	
	

	1827
	27 February
	15 April
	24 May
	
	
	

	1828
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	
	
	

	1829
	3 March
	19 April
	28 May
	
	
	

	1830
	23 February
	11 April
	20 May
	
	
	

	1831
	15 February
	3 April
	12 May
	
	
	

	1832
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	
	
	

	1833
	19 February
	7 April
	16 May
	
	
	

	1834
	11 February
	30 March
	8 May
	
	
	

	1835
	3 March
	19 April
	28 May
	
	
	

	1836
	16 February
	3 April
	12 May
	
	
	

	1837
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	
	
	

	1838
	27 February
	15 April
	24 May
	
	
	

	1839
	12 February
	31 March
	9 May
	
	
	

	1840
	3 March
	28 May
	28 May
	
	
	

	1841
	23 February
	20 May
	20 May
	
	
	

	1842
	8 February
	27 March
	5 May
	
	
	

	1843
	28 February
	16 April
	25 May
	
	
	

	1844
	20 February
	7 April
	16 May
	
	
	

	1845
	4 February
	23 March
	2 May
	
	
	

	1846
	24 February
	12 April
	21 May
	
	
	

	1847
	16 February
	4 April
	13 May
	
	
	

	1848
	7 March
	23 April
	1 June
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Year
	Shrove Tuesday
	Easter
	Ascension
	Theatrical Activity

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1798
	20 February
	8 April
	17 May
	
	
	

	1799
	4 February
	24 March
	2 May
	
	
	

	1800
	26 February
	13 April
	22 May
	
	
	

	1801
	17 February
	15 April
	14 May
	
	
	

	1802
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	
	
	

	1803
	22 February
	10 April
	19 May
	
	
	

	1804
	14 February
	1 April
	10 May
	
	
	

	1805
	26 February
	14 April
	23 May
	
	
	

	1806
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	
	
	

	1807
	10 February
	29 March
	7 May
	
	
	

	1808
	1 March
	17 April
	26 May
	
	
	

	1809
	14 February
	2 April
	11 May
	
	
	

	1810
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	
	
	

	1811
	26 February
	14 April
	23 May
	
	
	

	1812
	10 February
	29 March
	7 May
	
	
	

	1813
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	
	
	

	1814
	22 February
	10 April
	19 May
	
	
	

	1815
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	
	
	

	1816
	26 February
	15 April
	23 May
	
	
	

	1817
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	
	
	

	1818
	3 March
	22 March
	30 April
	
	
	

	1819
	23 February
	11 April
	20 May
	
	
	

	1820
	14 February
	2 April
	11 May
	
	
	

	1821
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	
	
	

	1822
	19 February
	7 April
	16 May
	
	
	

	1823
	11 February
	30 March
	8 May
	
	
	

	1824
	2 March
	18 April
	27 May
	
	
	

	1825
	15 February
	3 April
	12 May
	
	
	

	1826
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	
	
	

	1827
	27 February
	15 April
	24 May
	
	
	

	1828
	18 February
	6 April
	15 May
	
	
	

	1829
	3 March
	19 April
	28 May
	
	
	

	1830
	23 February
	11 April
	20 May
	
	
	

	1831
	15 February
	3 April
	12 May
	
	
	

	1832
	6 March
	22 April
	31 May
	
	
	

	1833
	19 February
	7 April
	16 May
	
	
	

	1834
	11 February
	30 March
	8 May
	
	
	

	1835
	3 March
	19 April
	28 May
	
	
	

	1836
	16 February
	3 April
	12 May
	
	
	

	1837
	7 February
	26 March
	4 May
	
	
	

	1838
	27 February
	15 April
	24 May
	
	
	

	1839
	12 February
	31 March
	9 May
	
	
	

	1840
	3 March
	28 May
	28 May
	
	
	

	1841
	23 February
	20 May
	20 May
	
	
	

	1842
	8 February
	27 March
	5 May
	
	
	

	1843
	28 February
	16 April
	25 May
	
	
	

	1844
	20 February
	7 April
	16 May
	
	
	

	1845
	4 February
	23 March
	2 May
	
	
	

	1846
	24 February
	12 April
	21 May
	
	
	

	1847
	16 February
	4 April
	13 May
	
	
	

	1848
	7 March
	23 April
	1 June
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


�  Payment records (Girardi, Teatro, p. 65) indicate performances on 1, 6, 7, 10, 13, and 16 March. They probably consisted of instrumental and vocal pieces, as well as ballets. No titles are given.


� Times of opening now regularly included. (One instance for Shrove Tuesday 1824, when the public performance opened at 12:00, and the private one opened in the evening.) For 1831, all performances opened at 20:00, except on 15 March, when there must have been a mock Shrove Tuesday, with openings of different works at 12:00 (Fenella, overo La muta di portici) and 23:00 (Il cavaliere rusticana). Also, on 12 February 1831 the theater was illuminated all day for the birthday of Sua Maestà Imperiale. 


�  The work given from 20 to 25 March was Ivanhoe by Gaetano Rossi and Giovanni Pacini.


�  The new season of Carnevale-Quaresima was introduced by name.


� Bellini’s Norma was given in February and March but the March operas were Donizetti’s Elisir and Rossini’s Tancredi.


�  On Shrove Tuesday (7 March), Lucia di Lamermoor was performed at 12:00, with Le nozze di Figaro at 23:00.


�  The last nights of Carnival still received special treatment. Here Lucrezia was performed on 10 February, La Parisiana on the 11th, and I cavallieri rusticani on the 12th. The first two opened at 20:30, the last at 23:00. The first two were billed as divertimenti and may therefore not have been staged. Opera resumed on the 28th after more divertimenti.


� Starting times were now 20:30 in March, April, and May, but 21:00 in June. On 26 June Rossini’s Stabat Mater was performed. 


� A benefit concerto for the orchestra was given on 9 March.


�  A benefit concert for the orchestra (an academia) was given on 18 March. Its program included music from Verdi’s Attila, Malipiero’s Sinfonia, a grande orchestra and banda militare, and Esmeralda (a ballo in 5 atti by Cesare Pugni).


� Through 1796 autumn ended by 14/15 December.


� Rappresentazioni straordinarie on 8, 10, 18, 25, March.


� Plus a special performance on 1 July.


� One special performance on 17 March.


� With special performances on 17 Feb. and 8 March.


� An Estate season, from 15 August to 6 October, was introduced.


� Plus an Autunino season from 4 to 21 December.


� From 31 December 1816 until 4 January 1817 the theater hosted an exhibition of the physical research of M. Chalon (MGG, 42).


� With special performances on 21 February and 3 March.





