French ambassadors to Venice
(7) 1. BONZI, Pierre de (1631-1703)

Birth. April 15, 1631 (1), Florence. Of a French patrician family. Son of Francesco Bonzi, senator of Florence and Cristina Riari. Grand-nephew of Cardinal Jean de Bonsi (1611). His last name is also listed as Bonsi.

Education. Educated by his uncle Clément Bonzi, bishop of Béziers, who called him to France in 1648 and made him join the ecclesiastical state, not without resistance.

Sacred orders. Private agent of the clergy of Béziers in the Assembly of the Clergy of France, Paris. Residente of the Grand duke of Tuscany Ferdinand II in the French court. Received the subdiaconate (no date found). Abbot commendatario of Aniane from 1659; of Valmagne; of Mortemar; and of St. Sauveur, Lodève.

Episcopate. Elected bishop of Béziers, June 7, 1660. Consecrated (no information found). The 5th member of the family to become bishop of that see. French ambassador in Tuscany, 1661. French ambassador in Venice, 1662-1665, and 1665-1668. French ambassador in Poland, 1669. French ambassador in Spain, 1670 and almoner of Queen Marie-Thèrése, wife of King Louis XIV of France. Promoted to the metropolitan see of Toulouse, September 28, 1671.

Cardinalate. Created cardinal priest in the consistory of February 22, 1672. Transferred to the metropolitan see of Narbonne, March 12, 1674; as archbishop of this see he had great power over Languedoc, but he lost it due to intrigues related to his imprudent relationship with Mme. de Gange. Participated in the conclave of 1676. Received the red hat and the title of S. Onofrio, October 19, 1676. Participated in the conclaves of 1689 and 1691. Opted for the title of S. Pietro in Vincoli, October 19, 1689. Opted for the title of S. Eusebio, November 28, 1689. Since 1693, approximately, he had lost most of his faculties and suffered from epilepsy. Did not participate in the conclave of 1700.

Death. July 11, 1703, at noon, of an apoplexy, in Montpellier. Buried in the chapel of Bethléem, in the metropolitan cathedral of Narbonne. The news of his death reached Rome on August 27, 1703.

Link. His portrait by Giovanni Battista Gaulli - Baciccio, Museo di Roma, Rome.

Giordano Bruno (not ambassador):
In March 1592 arrived Venice. He lived with Mocenigo and taught him. 

On May 26th 1592, he was incarcerated.

