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Common Western Notation (CMN)

Referencespecificpitches andelative durations
Assumegegularity of meter

Has numerougraphicalconventions

Isflexible and extensible(up to a point)

Potential includes hundreds (or thousandsgoaphical objects
Has numerougrganizationalconventions (scores, parts, etc.)

Meaningof given object ofterconferred contextually



Other representations of music

Western noncommon

A. Neumes specifies relative pitches, often patterned groupsassociated with
particular words or syllables/any scripts

B. Mensural notation differentiates multipleorganizationalhierarchiesfor
meter and durationMany scripts

g_. 'II'aI%Iature pitch and note onset information tied igestural info. Many
lalects

D. Music since 195carbitrarg_ requirements forrregular meter, unusual
tunings, unusual gestureArbitrary notations.

E. Braille MNtactile outputof binary representationMany organizational
methods. Many national dialects
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Examples: Josquin Research Prajepp.stanford.edu

Mensural notation

Metrical hierarchies

Ockeghem: Cut



Mensuration signs

Measurement, grouping

Metrical hierarchies
Mensuration signs
Modern
Tempus | Prolatio Sign Semibreves Minims
1:4 1:2 11
| perfectum maior ® | se0 M«Llll.llﬁ 9/8 | 9/4 | 9/2
perfectum minor O | o0 RLL%I."CL*LL 34 | 32 | 3N
imperfectum | maior ¢ LY ll!,m B/8 | B/d | B/2
imperfectum | minor C a9 cLl cLl 24 {272 | 21




Frettedinstrument
tablatures

Lute

Six-string grid
Duration separated
Many graphical dialects
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Classical guitar

ALBORADA
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Plaisir D'amour

Fingerstyle Guitar Solo Jeam Paul Egide Marting (1741-1816)
Arranged Bill Tyers
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Wind and keyboard tablatures
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Horns, trumpets, trombones

Valveless instruments
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Trombone, first position overtone series

Natural horn, Paris, 1797



Trumpet tablature
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Anatolian folk instruments




Yang gin (zither)

Zhu, 8hcent. BCE



